
Note: NCAA rules require a pitcher’s lane consisting of 8’ lines drawn 
from the outer edges of the pitcher’s plate toward the inside edges of 
the inside front corners of the batter’s boxes. NCAA coaches’ boxes each 
consist of two lines: one 15’ line parallel to and 8’ from the baseline 
extended from the back edge of the base toward home plate and one 3’ 
line perpendicular to the end of the 15’ line that is closest to home 
plate. NCAA fence minimum distances are 210’ in right and left field and 
230’ (and not more than 235’) in center. For all new construction after 
2017, it is required that the fence be 6’ or higher and be a minimum 
of 190’ in left and right fields and 220 in center field. By 2017, an 
institutional field with a 4’ fence must be a minimum of 210’ in left and 
right fields and 230’ in center field, and it is highly recommended that a 
municipal field with a 4’ fence used by the institution be at those same 
distances. The only difference between college and high school is the 
pitching distance. NFHS requires 43’ for female fast pitch, 46’ for male 
fast pitch and male/female slow pitch, and 50’ when an 11” ball is used 
in slow pitch.

High School fast pitch male ....................................... 46’
 slow pitch male ................................................ 46’
 slow pitch female ............................................. 46’
 fast pitch female ...............................................43’ 
 slow pitch when 11” ball is used .......................50’
College ......................................................................... 43’

OFFICIAL DISTANCE TABLE
ADULT
                   FENCES
GAME DIVISION BASES PITCHING Minimum Maximum
Fast Pitch Women 60’ (18.29 m)  43’ (13.11 m)  200’ (60.96 m)  250’ 
 
 Men 60’ (18.29 m)  46’ (14.02 m) 225’ (68.58 m) 275’

Modified Women 60’ (18.29 m)  40’ (12.19 m) 200’ (60.96 m) 275’
 Men 60’ (18.29 m) 46’ (14.02 m) 265’ (80.80 m) 325’

Slow Pitch Women 70’ (19.81 m) 50’ (15.24 m) 265’ (80.80 m) 300’
 Men 70’ (21.336 m) 50’ (15.24 m) 300’ (91.44 m) 315’
 Co-ed 70’ (19.81 m) 50’ (15.24 m) 275’ (83.82 m)  300’

16-inch  Women 55’ (16.76 m) 38’ (11.58 m) 200’ (60.96 m) 250’
Slow Pitch Men 60’ (18.29 m) 38’ (11.58 m) 250’ (76.20 m) 300’

YOUTH
                   FENCES
GAME DIVISION BASES PITCHING Minimum Maximum
Fast Girls 10-U 60’ (18.29 m) 35’ (10.67 m) 175’ (53.34 m) 225’
Pitch Girls 12-U  60’ (18.29 m) 40’ (12.19 m) 200’ (60.96 m) 225’
 Girls 14-U  60’ (18.29 m) 43’ (12.19 m) 200’ (60.96 m) 225’
 Girls 16-U  60’ (18.29 m) 43’ (12.19 m) 200’ (60.96 m) 225’
 Girls 18-U  60’ (18.29 m) 43’ (13.11 m) 200’ (60.96 m) 225’
 Girls 18-U Gold 60’ (18.29 m) 43’ (13.11 m) 200’ (60.96m) 225’
 Boys 10-U 60’ (18.29 m) 35’ (10.67 m) 175’ (53.34 m) 225’
 Boys 12-U 60’ (18.29 m) 40’ (12.19 m) 200’ (60.96 m) 225’
 Boys 14-U 60’ (18.29 m) 46’ (14.02 m) 200’ (60.96 m) 225’
 Boys 16-U  60’ (18.29 m) 46’ (14.02 m) 200’ (60.96 m) 225’
 Boys 18-U  60’ (18.29 m) 46’ (14.02 m) 225’ (68.58 m) 250’

Slow Girls 10-U 60’ (18.29 m) 40’ (12.19 m) 175’ (53.34 m) 200’
Pitch Girls 12-U 60’ (18.29 m) 46’ (14.02 m) 175’ (53.34 m) 200’
 Girls 14-U 65’ (19.81 m) 50’ (15.24 m) 225’ (68.58 m) 250’
 Girls 16-U 65’ (19.81 m) 50’ (15.24 m)  225’ (68.58 m) 250’
 Girls 18-U 65’ (19. 81 m) 50’ (15.24 m)  225’ (68.58 m) 250’
 Boys 10-U 60’ (18.29 m) 40’ (12.19 m) 200’ (60.96 m) 225’
 Boys 12-U 60’ (18.29 m) 46’ (14.02 m) 225’ (68.58 m) 250’
 Boys 14-U 65’ (19.81 m) 50’ (15.24 m) 275’ (83.82 m) 300’
 Boys 16-U 65’ (19.81 m) 50’ (15.24 m) 275’ (83.82 m) 300’
 Boys 18-U 65’ (19.81 m) 50’ (15.24 m) 275’ (83.82 m) 300’

If the base distances or the pitching distance is found to be at the wrong dimensions during the 
course of the game, correct the error, with no penalty, and continue playing the game. Every 

effort should be made by the umpire to obtain the correct dimensions.

USA Softball
(405) 424-5266

www.usasoftball.com

National Federation of  
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(317) 972-6900
www.nfhs.org

FOR MORE  
INFORMATION CONTACT:

(Diagrams courtesy of the USA Softball.)
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National Wheelchair  
Softball Association
(402) 305-5020

www.wheelchairsoftball.org

FOR MORE  
INFORMATION 

CONTACT:

WHEELCHAIR

National Collegiate  
Athletic Association

(317) 917-6222
www.ncaa.org

National Federation of State  
High School Associations

(317) 972-6900
www.nfhs.org

USA Water Polo
(714) 500-5445

www.usawaterpolo.com

FOR MORE  
INFORMATION 

CONTACT:

 (Diagram courtesy of the NFHS.)

Note: Floating-goal pools used in NCAA competition may exhibit a maximum length of 100 feet (30 meters) and a 
minimum length of 75 feet (22.9 meters) for men, and a maximum length of 82 feet (25 meters) and a minimum 
length of 75 feet (22.9 meters) for women. The NCAA floating-goal pool also features a ball-release device at the center 
circle. All future pools built for NCAA water polo should conform to metric dimensions.
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(Diagram courtesy of the National  
Wheelchair Softball Association.)

254  A T H L E T I C  B U S I N E S S  M A R C H  2 0 1 7  W W W . A T H L E T I C B U S I N E S S . C O M




